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Some considerations on the early life stage of the
sailfish, Istiophorus plalypterus, particularly regarding
the transport of larvae by surface currents

Shoji UEYANAGI
(Far Seas Fisheries Research Laboratory)

The distribution of sailfish larvae in the western Pacific Ocean is discussed. Larvae are
generally found in waters in the proximity of land masses. However, offshore occurrences are
noted in certain areas, and these instances appear attributable to transport of larvae by surface
currents such as the North Equatorial Countercurrent and the Subtropical Countercurrent. The
growth rate of sailfish larvae is also estimated. The larvae attain a length of 10-20 mm in 3-4

weeks following hatching.
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Fig. 1. The occurrence of sailfish larvae in the western Pacific Ocean. NECC
denotes the North Equatorial Countercurrent. (Adapted from Ueyanagi,
in press.)
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